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SPEECH: STATEMENT MADE AT THE MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT'S 

COMMITTEE ON REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

TUESDAY 5 NOVEMBER, 10.15 A.M. -11.15 A.M., PHS 1A002, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

 

Check against delivery. 

   

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

First of all, I should like to thank you for inviting me to speak to you here today. My participation in 

your work is not only the legacy of the excellent past cooperation between your Committee and the 

European Committee of the Regions, and its COTER commission, but also, with you, the start of new 

cooperation which, while still in its very early stages, is already particularly fruitful.  

 

Your first visit as chair of the Committee on Regional Development was to participate in one of the 

events organised by the Cohesion Alliance, at the European Committee of the Regions. This was 

appreciated by our members, and also by all the regions and cities in Europe.  

 

* 

 

Nowadays, it is more necessary than ever to work together. First of all, because we stand for common 

objectives vis-a-vis representatives of the Member States that are relatively cautious in their ambitions 

for Europe. Secondly, because we have to deal with the scale of the challenges Europe is facing today.  

 

This is the very essence of our task: addressing Europeans' concerns and improving their quality of 

life. The challenges we face are many and well-known: growing inequality, climate change, 

biodiversity loss, migration management and security issues.  

 

In response to these challenges, the president-elect of the European Commission, Ms Ursula von der 

Leyen, has proposed six political priorities: 

 

• A European Green Deal, 

• An Economy that works for people  

• A Europe fit for the digital age 
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• Protecting our European way of life 

• A stronger Europe in the world 

• A new push for European democracy. 

 

These priorities are the right ones.  

 

They are, moreover, discussions about terminology aside, the subject of broad consensus in European 

politics.  

 

On the other hand, when we talk about the means to be used, things get more complicated. The 

differences involved are not, however, political in nature: the vote in the European Parliament on 

10 October last demonstrates this, where a resolution was adopted - with a very large majority - 

reaffirming the ambitious objectives for the future Multiannual Financial Framework. The target of a 

budget of 1.3% of EU-27 GNI has been reaffirmed by all the major political groups.  

 

No - today, the problem is solidarity between Member States.  

 

The thinking of each one of them is being clouded by the logic of fair return, to the detriment of the 

European interest: as if there could now be a defence of national interest without emphasis on 

European interest. Mr Günther Oettinger, who was, by force of circumstances, still Commissioner for 

the European Budget, last week pointed out that it was nowadays no longer possible to identify net 

contributors and net beneficiaries of the EU budget. It was impossible to quantify, for each Member 

State, the benefits of a European satellite navigation system, the construction of missing cross-border 

transport links or the establishment of secure external borders.  

 

At the European Committee of the Regions, we therefore stand alongside the European Parliament in 

calling for a budget commensurate with the ambitions set by the Commission President. The new 

challenges call for new own and stable resources. We need to move forward in the negotiations to 

have a financial framework in time, but not at any price. If the negotiations in the European Council 

result in a level of ambition that is not high enough, I am sure that the European Committee of the 

Regions will continue to stand by you, should the European Parliament decide to reject this proposal.  

 

Europe's common budget is in fact now derisory for a Union of 500 million citizens.  

 

In addition to budgetary resources, we are also calling for investment margins, i.e. accounting rules 

which do not constrain investment.  

 

This is a big taboo amongst European leaders, but more than ten years after the onset of the financial 

crisis, it is high time that we stop viewing public investment as a danger to our economies, and start 

seeing it as a necessity for giving Europeans support. 

 

* 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  
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In order to implement the priorities proposed by the European Commission, we need sufficient 

resources. But we also need the right approach. For me, the right approach is embodied in cohesion 

policy.  

 

And that entails close cooperation between all levels of government. Using place-based approaches, 

this enables differentiated implementation of European targets according to the needs expressed by 

Europeans in their villages, neighbourhoods and rural areas. It also entails a capacity to seek the 

support of civil society to boost the outcome and the involvement of local people in the policies that 

affect them.  

 

* 

 

Coming back for a moment to the priorities of Ms von der Leyen:  

 

First of all, the Green Deal.  

 

I would like to point out in this connection that the biggest European programme for the green 

transition is neither the LIFE programme nor the new Horizon Europe programme, but cohesion 

policy. With more than EUR 100 billion in investment in the circular economy between 2014 and 

2020 and 85% of its funding focused on innovation and climate change, it is in the regions, with 

cohesion policy, that the green economy of tomorrow is being built, together with biodiversity 

protection and innovative energy and transport networks. And with 870 000 homes renovated to 

consume less energy, it is again through cohesion policy that the green transition is being brought 

into harmony with solidarity.  

 

Similarly, to ensure the economy is at the service of Europeans, it is likewise cohesion policy that is 

investing more than EUR 110 billion in innovative and digital activities to support our network of 

small and medium-sized enterprises. Moreover, it is the European Social Fund that has enabled 

8.9 million Europeans to obtain new qualifications and has helped 7.4 million people find jobs.  

 

For a Europe that is fit for the digital age, EUR 20 billion is being invested in information and 

communication technologies between 2014 and 2020.  

 

For the management of migration flows, local and regional authorities, supported by cohesion policy, 

are at the forefront of facilitating the integration of new arrivals. 

 

Likewise, and perhaps more unexpectedly, cohesion policy has a key role to play in making Europe 

stronger on the world stage. This role was, moreover, highlighted in the discussion paper on 

harnessing globalisation, published by the European Commission in May 2017. Cohesion policy has 

allowed interaction between European industries through smart specialisation strategies. It is 

currently the only germ of a European industrial policy that enhances the overall competitiveness of 

our economies. 
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Lastly, cohesion policy also has a role to play in developing new democratic impetus for the European 

Union.  

 

It is the only policy to implement, and this is an obligation enshrined in regulations and the principles 

of multilevel governance and partnership. It therefore remains an essential instrument for 

strengthening people's support for European policies.  

 

* 

 

For all these reasons, we strongly support your work and efforts to defend cohesion policy, which is 

the cornerstone of European solidarity and the DNA of our Union.  

 

I am not going to go into overly technical details about what we stand for. In general, the stances 

adopted by the Regional Development Committee are closely aligned with those adopted by the 

European Committee of the Regions. This is yet another example of our excellent cooperation: the 

joint efforts of the rapporteurs, political groups and secretariats in respect of legislative proposals on 

cohesion policy have had a significant positive impact on the political coherence between our two 

bodies. 

 

For us, the key elements are the maintenance of the principles of partnership and multilevel 

governance. We therefore firmly oppose any attempt to dilute the provisions of Article 6 of the 

Common Provisions Regulation. Partnership agreements must also remain mandatory for all Member 

States.  

 

We likewise reject the Council's proposal that leaves Member States the choice as to whether or not 

to use integrated territorial instruments. Instead we are calling for a much higher uptake of these 

territorial instruments in the Member States and mandatory earmarking across all funds in order to 

meet the renewed Territorial Agenda (TA) and cohesion policy goals. 

 

Of course we also regret the too small budget for European Territorial Cooperation. Beyond the 

debates on the architecture of the future funds, we need to allocate 3% of the cohesion budget to this 

priority.  

 

The important thing for the European Committee of the Regions is to continue working with you 

closely on all these issues. The Committee's rapporteurs are strongly committed to this work. If they 

could be invited to participate in the Regional Development Committee's upcoming discussions on 

the state of play of the trilogue negotiations, it would be a great step forward in our cooperation.  

 

* 

 

Finally, I would like to round off my speech with a subject that is all too often neglected, and yet 

crucial, especially at local and regional level: communication.  
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At the opening session of the European Week of Regions and Cities last October, one of the young 

local leaders we invited said: "80% of politics is communication". I do not know whether he was 

exaggerating, but in any case what is certain is that we must make an effort here.  

 

That is why, at the CoR, we are taking this issue very seriously. And that is likewise why we have 

created the Cohesion Alliance, together with the major European associations of regions and cities. 

It brings together more than 12 000 individual signatories, over 130 European regions and over 

130 cities.  

 

Mr Chairman, you have, of course, already signed the Cohesion Alliance declaration . I suggest that 

all those not yet aware of this initiative go to the table at the back marked "Committee of the Regions". 

The person sitting there will be able to give you all the necessary information.  

 

This alliance is a way to coordinate and align our actions so as to secure a strong cohesion policy in 

the future. I can but recommend that you join us.  

 

Personally speaking, as President of the European Committee of the Regions, I have also started a 

mini tour of Europe to try and persuade national governments to undertake the efforts needed to 

develop the European project in extent and depth. I have met the German Foreign Minister and hope 

to meet those responsible in Italy, Croatia and France in the near future. If each of the members of 

the European Committee of the Regions acts as an ambassador for cohesion policy in his or her own 

country, I am sure that you will do no less. Together, we can achieve results beyond our expectations.  

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

_____________ 
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